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explore how we can make the most of this infor-
mation to give our children what they need to
thrive.

We hope that this one-day conference will
make the latest scientific research, nearly all
supported by the Federal Government, more
accessible and understandable to America’s fami-
lies. The research clearly indicates the impor-
tance of children’s first few years to their later
success in school and in life. This conference
is a continuation of my administration’s commit-
ment to children, and in particular, it follows
Hillary’s work over the years on issues relating
to early childhood development.

The conference will examine how we can use
this new research in practical ways—to be better
parents, more informed caregivers, and more re-
sponsive members of our communities. It will
also explore how this information can be used
by all members of our society—from corporate
executives to pediatricians, from ministers to
elected officials—to help strengthen America’s
families.

Parents desperately want to do right by their
children, and we all have a role to play in mak-
ing sure they have the tools they need to do
the best job they can. We believe this con-
ference can make a valuable contribution.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Narcotics Certification
for Mexico
March 13, 1997

Today’s vote by the House of Representatives
on Mexico is the wrong way to continue and
deepen the unprecedented cooperation we are
getting from Mexico in the war on drugs and
the wrong way to protect the interests of the
American people.

We all seek the same goal: to keep drugs
out of America’s neighborhoods and away from
our children. Accomplishing that goal requires
that we work closely with nations that share
our objective of halting the flow of illegal nar-
cotics, especially with the one country in the
hemisphere whose 2,000 mile border with the
United States makes it a ready target of the
traffickers seeking to smuggle their contraband
into the United States.

I certified Mexico because in the last year,
we have achieved an unprecedented level of co-
operation on counternarcotics, because Mexico
has taken concrete steps on its own to fight
drug trafficking, and because certification is the
best way to make sure that Mexico’s cooperation
and antidrug efforts grow even stronger.

Under President Zedillo’s leadership, Mexico
broke new ground by extraditing two of its citi-
zens to the United States and expelling drug

kingpin Juan Garcia Abrego, who is now behind
bars in an American prison for life. Our military
cooperation has improved dramatically as we
have expanded antidrug training and assistance
on drug interdiction.

Moreover, Mexico has taken the initiative by
itself: Drug seizures, arrests, crop eradication,
and the destruction of drug labs and runaways
in Mexico have all increased. New laws to com-
bat organized crime and money laundering have
been enacted. And the Zedillo administration
immediately arrested and prosecuted its drug
czar when they discovered he had been cor-
rupted by a major drug ring.

President Zedillo recognizes the enormity of
the problem Mexico faces, and he has been
courageous in carrying this battle forward. He
deserves our support, not a vote of ‘‘no con-
fidence’’ that will only make it more difficult
for him to work with us and defeat the scourge
of drugs.

I will continue to work with Congress to en-
sure that legislation that would undermine
progress we have made with Mexico does not
become law.
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Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Dinner in
Aventura, Florida
March 13, 1997

Thank you very much. I have these elaborate
notes I just wrote out. [Laughter] I am so glad
to be here. I believe Senator Graham and Lieu-
tenant Governor MacKay and Senator Torricelli.
I tried to get Bob to say that so many of you
were glad he was here so you could hear some-
one speak without an accent. [Laughter] I be-
lieve this is the first time I have been to Florida
to give a public speech since the election, and
so let me begin by saying, thank you, thank
you, thank you.

This has been a wonderful day for me. I
began by going to North Carolina to speak to
the North Carolina Legislature about education
and welfare reform. And Governor Jim Hunt
of North Carolina was the Governor of North
Carolina in 1979, when Bob Graham was the
Governor of Florida, and the Secretary of Edu-
cation, Dick Riley, was the Governor of South
Carolina, and I was the Governor of Arkansas.
And we had all these wonderful ideas, and we
were very young. And I have been friends with
Bob and Adele for a long time, and I’m honored
to be here in their behalf tonight.

I thank Senator Torricelli for being here. Sen-
ator Harkin, I thank him for coming. Lieutenant
Governor MacKay, thank you very much. Some-
body told me Bill Nelson was here. I don’t
know if he is or not, but if he’s not, tell him
I mentioned his name. And if he is, he’ll know
I did. [Laughter]

It’s wonderful to see Elaine Bloom and Ron
Silver again. And Dante, they told me you were
80 years old, but I don’t believe it. It’s just
another one of your lies, the way politicians
are. [Laughter] It looks good on you. It looks
great on you. You should have been—they had
this great story in the New York Times Sunday
Magazine—I don’t know if you saw it—about
how old isn’t old anymore. And it really was
about, I hope, all of us. And I don’t know any-
one who is younger in heart and spirit than
Dante Fascell.

Let me also say that I’m very proud of all
of you who have helped Bob Graham and
helped Buddy MacKay and helped a lot of us.
And I’m proud of those of you who have helped

me and have stood with me. And I hope you’re
proud of it, too.

Well over a year ago, we had a meeting talk-
ing about the 1996 campaign. And a lot of these
so-called experts said in this meeting in Wash-
ington that we had to target the States we won
last time and just try to hold most of them,
that we certainly couldn’t expect to expand our
base and we couldn’t—I said, ‘‘Oh yes we can.
There’s two places we lost last time we’re going
to win this time.’’ And they said, ‘‘Where?’’ And
I said, ‘‘We’re going to win in Arizona, where
no Democrat has won since 1948.’’ And they
thought I had lost my mind. And I said, ‘‘We’re
going to win in Florida.’’ And they said, ‘‘You’re
nuts.’’ They said, ‘‘You know, Lawton Chiles won
in Florida, but he has all that she-coon language
and all that stuff’’—or he-coon. [Laughter] And
I said, ‘‘I can talk like that.’’ They said, ‘‘Yeah,
but they won’t believe you anymore. You’ve
been living in Washington 4 years.’’ [Laughter]

And I said—I swear this is true—we had this
big argument, and it was that great story about
how Abraham Lincoln had a meeting of his Cab-
inet and the vote was seven to one. And he
said that seven of them wanted to do one thing,
and he wanted to do the other thing, and he
said, ‘‘The ayes have it.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘Seven no’s,
one ‘I,’ the I’s have it.’’ That’s the way it was.

And I told them all—over a year before the
election, I said, ‘‘Here’s what’s going to happen
on election night. We will win Florida. And it’s
on the East Coast and it will come up early
and they will gasp and they will say, ‘This thing
is over. Turn out the light.’ ’’ And that’s exactly
what happened, thanks to you, and I thank you
for it. And I told them it was going to happen.

And it happened not just because of the cam-
paign but because of the work that we were
able to do together with Bob Graham and Gov-
ernor Chiles and Lieutenant Governor MacKay
and so many others, the work we were able
to do with the Summit of the Americas, with
moving the Southern Command, with dealing
with the aftermath of the hurricane, with pro-
moting the economy, with dealing the issues
that so gripped us for 4 years on and off around
our relations with Cuba and with the importance
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